Kindergarten Information Packet 

Kindergarten is an exciting time for you and your child.  New experiences and adjustments lie ahead in the next few weeks.  We hope the following general information answers many of your questions.
Communication

We will be working with you as partners this year in helping your child learn and grow. Maintaining clear communication is essential to the success of this partnership.  We will notify you of any changes, concerns, or causes of celebration that we see in your child.  Please do the same for us.

Please let us know of any major family events that may affect your child at school.    This includes vacations, illnesses, and any other life-changing events.  These events can have an impact on your child, and it is easier for the school to deal with this immediately rather than several days later.

If for any reason your child’s dismissal plans change, we MUST have a signed note from you.

IF WE DO NOT HAVE A NOTE, WE ARE REQUIRED TO SEND YOUR CHILD HOME IN THE USUAL WAY.
Please send notes on regular-sized paper.

Kindergarten Curriculum
Our curriculum incorporates thematic units emphasizing the kindergarten skills of following directions, classroom behavior, listening, language arts, math, science and social studies.  

We will meet with you in November and March for a conference about your child’s progress. We will go over the results from the August screening in November.  However, we will notify you sooner if your child needs extra support from home in any area.  

Language Arts
Language arts consists of reading, writing, listening and speaking.  Our program includes : letter identification, letter sounds, writing, initial vocabulary, phonics and phonemic awareness.  We teach this through a combination of children’s literature, big books, guided reading, phonics and phonemic awareness activities, and the F.A.S.T. Reading System.
Mathematics
The program that the entire school is using this year is called Bridges.  Instructional time will focus on representing, relating and operating whole numbers (number sense) and describing space and shapes. Concepts introduced include sorting, comparing, counting, correct numeral formation, addition, subtraction, measurement, graphing and problem solving.  We do incorporate several of these math concepts into our daily opening activities.

Science

We have a hands-on approach to science. Our goal is to motivate students in science through discovery, observation and invention. We will also introduce them to the scientific process. Children have a natural interest in their world and we make every attempt to encourage that wonder. The science curriculum is called FOSS (full option science system).

Units
Wood and Paper




Seasons

Animals 2x2





Five Senses


Human Body Systems
Social Studies

A major objective of social studies instruction is the development of citizenship.  Our program strengthens the concept of the child’s relationship to others by studying the family and cultural similarities and differences through thematic units.

Units
All About Me/Family



Africa

Holidays/Traditions



Health/Safety

Geographic Tools



Current Events

America Long Ago

Farm and Rodeo

Specials
Music- Mrs. Ienna

Physical Education- Mr. Reynolds

Library- Mrs. Hemphill

Technology – Mr. Krulish

Art – Mrs. Roberts

Your child will be attending Music and PE one week and Art and Technology the next week.  We go to Library every week.  Please refer to the class schedule for times and days that your child will 

attend these classes.  We work with these teachers to coordinate an excellent integrated program.

Homework
Letter experts – Each child will be assigned a letter within the first 6-8 weeks of school.  When it is your child’s turn, they will come home with an assignment sheet explaining what to do. 

Stretch - a –Word – Starting in November, kindergartners will be responsible for sounding out five words a week. Directions will come home in November.

Sentence Homework- Starting in March, kindergartners will be responsible for writing five sentences a week. Directions will be sent home.

Math homework- Directions will come home when this begins.

Snack and Water Bottles
Each day kindergartners should bring a healthy snack to eat during recess. Two snacks are necessary if they stay all day.  **Water bottles (labeled with name) are strongly encouraged.  

There is no drinking fountain in the room.

Backpacks and Folders
These are the most important school supplies in kindergarten.  We request that the backpack comes to school every day.  

Please put any notes for us in your child’s folder and check the folder every day to see if we have sent anything home.

School Clothing
Please label coats, hats, boots, sweaters … so they will be easier to return to their owners when left outside or in the hallway.  The children will have recess most days, so make sure your child is dressed appropriately for our rapidly changing weather.  Anything we find, we keep on the table outside the kindergarten rooms for a week, before sending it to the all-school Lost and Found.

Volunteers
We love having parent help in the classroom and with projects at home.  Volunteers are needed weekly for our center time.  Sign up sheets are out today at screening and will be hanging on the classroom doors throughout the school year.  Additionally, room mothers will recruit help for special classroom activities and field trips.

Birthdays
Our district allows kindergarten children the opportunity to celebrate their birthdays at school.  If your child wants to share birthday treats with the class, we ask that you follow these guidelines:

· notify the teachers of your plans and get an accurate count of children in the room

· bring a treat that is already in individual servings

· supply napkins with the treat if they are needed

· bring only one type of treat.  No goody bags 

· please do not send birthday party invitations to school.  This causes unnecessary hurt feelings for the children who are not invited

*   Teaching assistants for lunch, recess and reading support groups :  Deb Arehart, Lindsay Bell, Megan MacDonald and Lori Tice.
